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ISRAEL-HAMAS CEASEFIRE
AGREEMENT

July 24, 2024

After several days of intense fighting,
including rocket attacks from Gaza and
retaliatory Israeli airstrikes, a ceasefire
was mediated by Egypt, halting the
violence. This agreement marks a
critical pause in the conflict, which
resulted in numerous casualties and
significant destruction, and it opens a
path for humanitarian aid to reach the
affected areas in Gaza. The ceasefire’s
implications extend beyond the
immediate region, affecting broader
Middle Eastern peace and stability.

U.S. SUPREME COURT
RULING ON ABORTION

The U.S. Supreme Court's decision to
uphold the right to abortion, striking
down several restrictive state laws,
has ignited widespread national
protests and celebrations. This ruling
is a significant moment in the ongoing
battle over reproductive rights in the
United States, reflecting deep July 5, 2024

societal divisions. The outcome will

have far-reaching political Ukrainian forces launched a successful
implications, influencing upcoming counteroffensive in the eastern Donbas
elections and shaping the national region, reclaiming several towns from
discourse on women’s rights and Russian-backed separatists. This military
healthcare. advance is a critical development in the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine, signifying a
strategic shift and boosting Ukraine’s efforts
to regain control over contested areas.
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Middle East

July 6, 2024 - Lebanon Power Crisis

Lebanon faced a severe power crisis as fuel
shortages led to widespread blackouts. The
power cuts affected hospitals, businesses, and
homes, exacerbating the country’'s ongoing
economic and political crises. The Lebanese
government appealed for international aid to
address the fuel shortage and energy crisis.
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July 9, 2024 - Saudi-Iran Diplomatic Talks

Saudi Arabia and Iran held high-level diplomatic
talks in Baghdad, Irag, aimed at reducing
regional tensions and discussing mutual
concerns such as the conflict in Yemen and
maritime security in the Persian Gulf. The talks
were seen as a significant step towards thawing
relations between the two regional rivals, with
the potential to impact broader Middle Eastern
dynamics.

July 10,2024 - Drone
Attack on U.S. Base in
Iraq

A U.S. military base in Erbil, Iraqg, was
targeted by a drone attack, believed to
be carried out by Iranian-backed
militias. The attack resulted in minor
injuries and prompted a strong
response from U.S. forces, who
conducted airstrikes against militia
positions.
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July 13, 2024 - Syrian
Pcace Talks

Qatar hosted a new round of peace
talks aimed at resolving the ongoing
Syrian civil war. The talks involved
representatives from the Syrian
government, opposition groups, and
major international stakeholders,
including Russia, the United States,
and Turkey. The focus was on
implementing a nationwide ceasefire,
prisoner exchanges, and humanitarian
access to besieged areas. Although
progress was limited, the talks were
seen as a step forward in trying to
bring an end to the conflict.
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July 14, 2024 - Turkish Military Operation in
Northern Iraq

Turkey launched a military operation targeting
Kurdish militant positions in northern Irag. The
operation, named "Claw-Lock," aimed to
eliminate threats from the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), which Turkey considers a terrorist
organization. The operation strained relations
between Turkey and Irag, raising regional
security concerns.
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Surprise production cuts
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July 19, 2024 - Kuwait Energy Crisis and Oil
Production Cuts

Kuwait announced a significant reduction in its
oil production due to a technical malfunction at
one of its major oil fields. The reduction
amounted to nearly 20% of Kuwait's output,
leading to concerns over its impact on global oil
markets and the country's economy. This
incident underscored the vulnerabilities of aging
oil infrastructure in the Gulf and sparked
discussions on the need for diversification.

July 28,2024 - Oman

Mediates Yemen
Ccascfire

Oman successfully brokered a
temporary ceasefire between the
Yemeni government and Houthi
rebels. The ceasefire aimed to allow
humanitarian aid to reach civilians in
conflict zones and was seen as a
positive step towards resuming peace
talks.
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July 31, 2024 - Jordan
Water Crisis

Jordan declared a state of emergency
due to a severe water shortage
affecting major cities and agricultural
areas. The crisis, exacerbated by
climate change and over-extraction,
led to water rationing and increased
tensions over water resource
management. The government
appealed for international assistance
to address the growing water crisis.
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July 10, 2024
UK and French officials held talks in Calais
to address the ongoing migrant crisis in the
English Channel. The discussions focused
on measures to prevent dangerous
crossings and enhance cooperation on
immigration enforcement. The talks came
amid a surge in migrant arrivals and
heightened political tensions.
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July 18, 2024

Tens of thousands of people gathered in
Barcelona to demand Catalan independence
from Spain. The rally was the largest since
the failed independence referendum in 2017,
reflecting ongoing separatist sentiments in
the region. The Spanish government
reiterated its opposition to Catalan
independence but offered to resume talks.

France Protests Over Pension Reforms

July 19, 2024

Massive protests erupted across France in response to proposed pension reforms by
President Emmanuel Macron's government. The reforms, aimed at increasing the retirement
age, faced strong opposition from labor unions and the public.
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CYBERATTACKIN GERMANY

July 21, 2024

Naﬁﬂn&l&s i Germany experienced a large-scale
C‘ﬁ)ET-RBWE'[‘.TIEMT\\M cyberattack targeting government
\ networks, believed to be orchestrated
by a foreign state. The attack
disrupted several government services
and prompted a significant
cybersecurity response. The incident
raised concerns about the vulnerability
of infrastructure to cyber threats.
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July 25, 2024 July 27, 2024

Italy faced a banking crisis as several major Ukraine, Russia, and Turkey reached an
banks reported significant losses due to agreement to allow the safe passage of
bad loans and market volatility. The crisis Ukrainian grain exports through the Black
raised fears of a broader financial Sea. The agreement aimed to ease global
contagion in the Eurozone, prompting food shortages and stabilize grain prices,

emergency measures by the European which had risen due to the ongoing conflict in
Central Bank. Ukraine.

Poland Judicial Reform Protests

July 31, 2024

Tens of thousands of people protested in Warsaw and other Polish cities against proposed
judicial reforms by the ruling Law and Justice Party. Critics argued that the reforms
undermined judicial independence and democracy. The protests highlighted ongoing
tensions between the Polish government and the European Union over rule of law issues.

5 -




ISSUE 04

Africa

LIBYA OIL PORT BLOCKADE

July 2, 2024

Armed groups in eastern Libya
blockaded several key oil ports,
demanding a share of oil revenues. The
blockade disrupted Libya’s oil exports,
which are crucial to its economy. The
incident highlighted the ongoing
instability and factionalism in Libya,
despite efforts to form a unified
government.

July 6, 2024 July 7, 2024

Large-scale protests erupted in major An attempted coup by a faction of the

South African cities, demanding Sudanese military was thwarted, leading to

government action against corruption and the arrest of several high-ranking officers.

state capture. The protests were sparked The coup attempt underscored the fragile

by a series of corruption scandals involving political situation in Sudan following the

high-level officials and public enterprises. 2021 military takeover and the ongoing
transition to civilian rule.

Niger Terrorist Attack

July 15, 2024

A terrorist attack by Islamist militants in Niger's Tillabéri region resulted in the deaths of

over 40 civilians. The attack highlighted the ongoing security challenges in the Sahel region,
where extremist groups have intensified their operations.
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
CONGO (DRC) REBEL
ATTACK

July 16, 2024

Rebel groups attacked several villages
in the eastern DRC, leading to the
deaths of dozens of civilians. The
attacks were part of ongoing conflicts
involving various armed groups in the
region, which have caused significant

humanitarian and security challenges.

UL ) e July 22, 2024

Islamist insurgents launched a coordinated Renewed clashes between Ethiopian and
attack on a town in Mozambique's Cabo Sudanese forces occurred along the
Delgado province, killing dozens of civilians  disputed Al-Fashaga border region. Both
and displacing thousands. The attack was countries accused each other of violating
part of an ongoing insurgency in the region, territorial sovereignty, raising concerns of a
where extremist groups have exploited wider conflict.

poverty and grievances to recruit fighters.

T
Kenya Drought Crisis

July 30, 2024

Kenya faced a severe drought, affecting millions of people and threatening food security.
The drought led to crop failures, water shortages, and increased tensions over scarce
resources. The Kenyan government and humanitarian organizations launched emergency
relief efforts, but the scale of the crisis required significant international assistance.
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July 2, 2024 - Hong Kong Legislative Council
Protest

Thousands  of  pro-democracy protesters
gathered outside Hong Kong's Legislative
Council building to oppose a new law that would
increase government oversight over digital
communications. The law was perceived as
another move by Beijing to tighten control over
Hong Kong's freedoms. Police used tear gas to
disperse the crowd, leading to clashes and
multiple arrests.

July 9, 2024 - Taliban-U.S. Talks in Qatar

Representatives from the Taliban and the United
States met in Doha, Qatar, for high-level talks.
The discussions focused on the humanitarian
crisis in Afghanistan, counter-terrorism efforts,
and the release of frozen Afghan assets. The
talks underscored the ongoing complexities of
U.S.-Taliban relations post-U.S. withdrawal.

July 11, 2024 - South
China Sca Tensions

A U.S. Navy destroyer, the USS Benfold,
conducted a freedom of navigation
operation near the Spratly Islands,
challenging China's extensive
maritime claims.

This led to a diplomatic protest from
Beijing, accusing the US. of
"provocation" and "illegal intrusion."
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July 15, 2024 - Myanmar
Military Airstrikes

The Myanmar military conducted
airstrikes against ethnic armed groups
in the northern regions, resulting in
numerous casualties and displacing
thousands of civilians.

The airstrikes marked an escalation in
the ongoing civil conflict following the
military coup in 2021.

The international community
condemned the violence, calling for a
ceasefire and renewed dialogue.
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Asia
July 18, 2024 - Japan-South Korea Trade
Agreement

Japan and South Korea signed a new trade
agreement aimed at strengthening economic
ties and resolving previous trade disputes over
export controls. The agreement marked a
significant improvement in bilateral relations,
which had been strained over historical and
trade issues.
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July 25, 2024 - Assassination of Philippine Mayor

The mayor of a key city in Mindanao, Philippines,
was assassinated in what is believed to be an act
of political violence.

The assassination sparked concerns about
security and governance in the region, which
has a history of insurgency and clan rivalries.

Indonesia

July 27,2024 -
Indonesian Earthquake
and Tsunami Warning

A powerful earthquake measuring 7.2
on the Richter scale struck off the
coast of Sumatra, Indonesia.
Authorities issued a tsunami warning,
prompting the evacuation of coastal
areas.

Although no significant tsunami
occurred, the incident highlighted
Indonesia’'s vulnerability to natural
disasters.
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July 29, 2024 - Pakistan-
India Water Dispute

A new round of talks between India
and Pakistan over the Indus Water
Treaty ended without agreement.

The discussions aimed to resolve
disputes over water-sharing
arrangements, but both sides accused
each other of violating the treaty's
terms.

The deadlock raised concerns about
water security in the region, which is
already facing water scarcity issues.
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Amecrica

July 71,2024 - U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on
Abortion

The U.S. Supreme Court issued a landmark
ruling upholding the right to abortion, striking
down several state laws that imposed strict
restrictions.

The decision sparked widespread protests and
celebrations across the country, highlighting the
deep divisions on the issue.

July 3,2024 - Argentina Inflation Crisis

Argentina's inflation rate soared to over 70%,
prompting widespread protests and strikes. The
economic crisis led to a sharp devaluation of the
Argentine peso, skyrocketing prices, and a surge
in poverty levels.

The government sought emergency loans from
international financial institutions to stabilize
the economy, but public dissatisfaction
remained high.

July 5,2024 - Haiti Gang
Violence Surge

Gang violence escalated in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, with rival gangs clashing
over territory.

The violence resulted in numerous
casualties and displaced thousands of
residents.

The Haitian government struggled to
regain control, prompting calls for
international intervention.

July 13, 2024 - Canada
Wildfires & Evacuations

Massive wildfires in British Columbia,
Canada, led to the evacuation of
thousands of residents.

The fires, fueled by dry conditions and
high temperatures, destroyed homes
and forests, prompting emergency
responses from Canadian authorities.

10 —



ISSUE 04

Amecrica

July 14, 2024 - Assassination of Brazilian Judge

A prominent anti-corruption judge in Brazil,
known for his role in the "Operation Car Wash"
investigation, was assassinated in Sdo Paulo.

The assassination raised concerns about judicial
independence and the safety of officials involved
in high-profile corruption cases.

July 17, 2024 - Cuba Internet Protests

In a rare display of dissent, thousands of Cubans
took to the streets to protest against internet
restrictions and government censorship.

The protests were sparked by the government's
decision to cut off internet access in response to
growing public discontent over economic
hardships and political repression. The Cuban
government deployed security forces to disperse
the protests and restore order.

U.S. Border Incident

A violent clash occurred at the Mexico-
U.S. border near Tijuana, as migrants
attempted to cross into the United
States.

The incident resulted in injuries to
both migrants and border patrol
agents, highlighting the ongoing

challenges of managing migration
flows and border security.

The U.S. government announced
increased border enforcement
measures and called for

comprehensive immigration reform.

AND
July 30, 2024 - Mexico's
New Anti-Drug Policy

Mexico announced a new anti-drug
policy focused on decriminalization
and public health, moving away from

militarized responses to drug
trafficking.
The policy shift aimed to reduce

violence and address the root causes
of drug addiction.
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The Escalating Water Crisis in the Middle East

The Middle East, a region historically
characterized by arid climates and limited
freshwater resources, is facing an escalating
water crisis that threatens to exacerbate
existing tensions and spark new conflicts. The
recent state of emergency declared by Jordan
due to severe water shortages highlights a
broader, growing crisis across the region. The
crisis, driven by climate change, over-extraction
of water resources, and increasing population
pressures, is leading to acute shortages,
particularly in countries like Jordan, Lebanon,
and Iraq.

Water scarcity in the Middle East is not merely
an environmental issue; it is a critical security
concern. Access to water is essential for
agriculture, industry, and daily life, and
shortages can lead to economic downturns,
food insecurity, and social unrest. As rivers dry
up and aquifers are depleted, nations may find
themselves in disputes over shared water
resources, such as the Nile, Tigris, and
Euphrates rivers. These disputes have the
potential to escalate into conflicts, as countries
compete for control over these vital resources.
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Moreover, the water crisis has dire humanitarian
implications. Millions of people are at risk of
losing access to safe drinking water, which
could lead to health crises and mass
displacement. The crisis also puts a strain on
international relations, as affected countries
may seek external support to secure their water
needs, potentially drawing in global powers and
complicating diplomatic landscapes.

Addressing the water crisis in the Middle East
requires comprehensive strategies, including
regional cooperation on water management,
investment in water-efficient technologies, and
robust policies to mitigate the impacts of
climate change. The international community
must recognize the urgency of the situation and
support efforts to ensure sustainable water
resources, which are essential for the stability
and prosperity of the Middle East. As the region
stands on the brink of a water crisis, the time for
action is now.
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