
CEASEFIRE IN 
ISRAEL–HAMAS CONFLICT

THAILAND LEGALIZES
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

After a prolonged period of hostilities,
a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas
went into effect on January 19, 2025.
The truce was brokered by
international mediators following
intense negotiations aimed at halting
the violence that had escalated in the
region. The ceasefire agreement
includes provisions for the easing of
blockades, the opening of
humanitarian corridors, and the
initiation of dialogue aimed at
addressing underlying issues
contributing to the conflict. 

Thailand made history on January 22,
2025, by becoming the first country in
Southeast Asia to legalize same-sex
marriage. The landmark legislation
grants same-sex couples the same
legal rights and recognition as
heterosexual couples, including matters
related to inheritance, adoption, and
spousal benefits. The move was
celebrated by LGBTQ+ communities and
human rights advocates both within
Thailand and globally, marking a
significant step forward for equality in
the region. The legislation is expected
to influence neighboring countries and
contribute to broader discussions on
LGBTQ+ rights across Asia. 

INAUGURATION OF U.S. PRESIDENT

On January 20, 2025, Donald Trump was
inaugurated as the 47th President of the United
States, marking his second, non-consecutive term
in office. In his inaugural address, President
Trump emphasized a return to "America First"
policies, focusing on national interests, economic
growth, and a reassessment of international
alliances. He outlined plans to renegotiate trade
agreements, strengthen border security, and
reduce U.S. involvement in foreign conflicts. 
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Middle East

Iran and Saudi Arabia Reopen Embassies After
Years of Tensions

Iran and Saudi Arabia officially reopened their
embassies in Tehran and Riyadh, signaling a
major diplomatic breakthrough. The move
follows months of negotiations brokered by
China and aims to restore full diplomatic ties
after years of hostilities. The development is
expected to have far-reaching effects on
regional stability and economic cooperation.

Israeli-Palestinian Clashes Escalate in West Bank

Tensions flared in the West Bank as Israeli forces
clashed with Palestinian militants in a series of
raids. The violence resulted in multiple casualties
and heightened concerns about a broader
escalation. The United Nations and international
mediators called for restraint and renewed
peace talks.

Turkey and Egypt -
Diplomatic Ties

In a major diplomatic breakthrough,
Turkey and Egypt announced the full
restoration of diplomatic relations
after more than a decade of tensions.
The foreign ministers of both nations
met in Cairo, signing agreements on
trade, security cooperation, and
regional stability. The move signals a
shift in Middle Eastern geopolitics,
with both countries seeking to
strengthen economic and security
collaboration. Analysts say the thaw in
relations could impact Libya’s ongoing
conflict, where both countries have
backed rival factions.

Iraq Approves New Oil
Deal with International
Companies

Iraq signed a $15 billion oil production
agreement with international energy
companies, aiming to boost
production capacity and modernize
infrastructure. The deal is expected to
enhance Iraq’s role in global energy
markets, but critics argue that political
instability and corruption may hinder
its implementation.
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UKRAINE LAUNCHES NEW
COUNTEROFFENSIVE
AGAINST RUSSIAN FORCES
Ukraine launched a new counteroffensive
against Russian troops in the Donetsk
region, making strategic advances. The
Ukrainian government announced
additional military aid received from
NATO allies, further strengthening its
position on the battlefield. Moscow
condemned the escalation, warning of
potential retaliation.

France  - Economic Protests

The UK government passed a controversial
immigration bill, tightening asylum policies
and increasing border security measures.
Human rights organizations criticized the
bill for restricting refugee rights, while
government officials argued it was
necessary to curb illegal migration.

Millions of workers in France staged
nationwide strikes to protest the
government’s pension reform plan, which
includes raising the retirement age to 67. The
strikes caused major disruptions in
transportation and public services. The
French government insisted that the reforms
were essential for economic stability.

Italy declared a state of emergency after devastating floods swept through northern regions,
killing at least 27 people and displacing thousands. Torrential rainfall, described as the worst
in decades, caused rivers to overflow, triggering landslides and destroying infrastructure.
The Italian government allocated €1.5 billion in emergency relief funds to assist affected
areas. 
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DRC REBEL ATTACKS 

M23 rebel group, allegedly backed by
Rwanda, captured Goma, the largest city
in eastern DRC, triggering intense
fighting that left over 2,000 dead and
displaced 700,000. Hospitals are
overwhelmed, and humanitarian aid is
struggling to reach affected areas.
Despite M23's unilateral ceasefire
declaration, the Congolese government
dismissed it as "false communication,"
as clashes continue. 

Sudan and Ethiopia -Border  

The Nigerian military launched an extensive
counter-terrorism operation targeting Boko
Haram strongholds in the northeast. The
offensive, supported by intelligence-
sharing from international allies, resulted in
the elimination of key insurgent leaders.
Security officials described it as one of the
most significant counter-terror efforts in
recent years.

Sudan and Ethiopia signed a peace
agreement to de-escalate long-standing
border disputes, particularly in the Al-
Fashaga region. The agreement includes
military disengagement and joint
development initiatives. The African Union
hailed the deal as a critical step toward
stabilizing the region.

South Africa experienced its worst power grid failure in history, leading to prolonged
nationwide blackouts. Eskom, the state-owned power utility, struggled to restore electricity,
prompting emergency measures from the government. The crisis reignited calls for
privatization and investment in alternative energy sources.
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Asia

China unveiled a new set of economic
reforms aimed at stabilizing its slowing
economy and boosting foreign investment.
The reforms include easing restrictions on
foreign ownership in key industries,
expanding economic zones, and
introducing tax incentives for technology
companies. The move comes amid
concerns over weakening GDP growth and
an uncertain global trade environment.

In a landmark ruling, India’s Supreme Court
upheld the right to same-sex marriage, marking
a historic victory for LGBTQ+ rights in the
country. The ruling was met with celebrations
across major cities, but it also sparked
opposition from conservative groups. The Indian
government announced plans to implement
legal frameworks to support the ruling and
ensure equal rights for LGBTQ+ couples.

Taiwan Presidential
Elections Shape Future
Relations with China

Taiwan held its presidential elections,
with pro-independence candidate Lai
Ching-te securing a decisive victory.
The election results are expected to
influence Taiwan's relationship with
China, as Beijing reiterated its
opposition to any moves toward
formal independence. The U.S. and
European nations congratulated the
new leadership while urging stability
in the Taiwan Strait.

Japan and South Korea
Strengthen Defense
Cooperation

Japan and South Korea signed a new
defense cooperation agreement to
enhance intelligence-sharing and joint
military exercises. The agreement is
part of a broader effort to improve
bilateral relations amid growing
regional threats, particularly from
North Korea's missile program. The
deal also reflects closer alignment
with U.S. security initiatives in the
Indo-Pacific region.
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America

Brazil and Argentina signed a regional economic
cooperation agreement aimed at boosting trade,
reducing tariffs, and enhancing infrastructure
investments. The deal represents a significant
step toward strengthening South American
economic integration, with both nations
emphasizing the importance of regional self-
sufficiency.

Donald Trump officially assumed office as the
47th President of the United States, marking the
beginning of his second non-consecutive term.
His administration announced immediate
executive actions focused on tax reforms,
deregulation, and stricter immigration policies.
The inauguration was met with both
celebrations and protests across the country.

American Airlines Plane
Collides with Helicopter
Over Washington D.C.

American Airlines plane collided
with a helicopter over Washington
D.C., resulting in both aircraft
crashing into the Potomac River.
The incident led to multiple
fatalities and injuries, prompting a
significant emergency response.
The National Transportation Safety
Board has launched an
investigation into the cause of the
collision.

U.S. Federal Reserve
Maintains Interest
Rates Amid Economic
Uncertainty

The U.S. Federal Reserve decided
to maintain interest rates at 5.25%,
citing ongoing economic
uncertainties and inflation
concerns. The decision aims to
balance economic growth with
inflation control, but market
analysts expect potential rate
adjustments later in the year.
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Trump’s Aggressive Immigration Crackdown Sparks
Nationwide Unrest

On January 20, 2025, President Trump signed
Executive Order 14159, titled "Protecting The
American People Against Invasion." This order
expanded the use of expedited removal,
allowing for the rapid deportation of individuals
without court hearings, denied federal funding
to sanctuary jurisdictions, and imposed criminal
and civil penalties on undocumented
immigrants who failed to register. It also called
for significant increases in hiring Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) agents, restricted
access to public benefits for undocumented
immigrants, expanded 287(g) agreements
enabling local law enforcement to enforce
federal immigration laws, and increased federal
criminal prosecutions for immigration-related
offenses. 

Additionally, the administration attempted to
end birthright citizenship through an executive
order, though this move was temporarily
blocked by a federal judge who deemed it
"blatantly unconstitutional." 

The implementation of these stringent
immigration policies has led to widespread civil
unrest. Protests have erupted in numerous
cities, with demonstrators expressing
opposition to the administration's actions.
Federal workers within agencies such as the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Department of Labor have reported feelings of
fear and betrayal due to rapid and potentially
destabilizing policy changes. These shifts have
led to demonstrations of solidarity and calls to
action among federal employees. 

In summary, President Trump's new
immigration policies have led to significant
changes in enforcement practices and have
sparked considerable civil unrest, reflecting
deep divisions within the country regarding
immigration and the rule of law.

Thank you for reading!
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