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CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT IN GAZA 
SOUTH KOREAN
POLITICAL CRISIS

President Yoon Suk Yeol declared
martial law on December 3, 2024,
for the first time in 50 years,
leading to an emergency vote
against it by the National
Assembly. Subsequently,
President Yoon was suspended
after MPs voted to impeach him
on December 14, 2024, resulting
in a significant political upheaval. 

On December 4, 2024, France's
government, led by Prime
Minister Michel Barnier, was
toppled by a no-confidence vote
prompted by budget disputes.
This led to the appointment of
François Bayrou as the new Prime
Minister, marking France's fourth
leadership change within a year. 

A ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, brokered
by Egypt, was reached after weeks of escalating
violence. The truce includes measures to allow
humanitarian aid into Gaza and reopen border
crossings. International actors praised the
agreement, though concerns remain over its
durability given the region’s history of fragile
peace accords.
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Middle East

Saudi Arabia Unveils Green Hydrogen
Mega-Project

Saudi Arabia announced the launch of its largest
green hydrogen project to date, aimed at
transforming the nation into a global leader in
renewable energy. The initiative aligns with the
Vision 2030 plan to reduce the kingdom's
reliance on oil. The project has garnered
significant international interest and investment.

December 29, 2024 –
Iraq Finalizes Major
Reconstruction Deal

Iraq secured a multi-billion-dollar
reconstruction deal with international
partners, focusing on rebuilding
infrastructure in war-torn regions. The
agreement includes investments in
energy, transportation, and education,
marking a critical step toward
stabilizing the country and boosting
economic growth.

Protests in Iran Over Economic
Conditions

Nationwide protests erupted in Iran as citizens
expressed frustration over rising inflation and
unemployment. The demonstrations called for
greater government accountability and
economic reforms. Security forces responded
with a heavy hand, leading to arrests and
widespread criticism from human rights groups.
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A ceasefire between Israel and Hamas,
brokered by Egypt, was reached after
weeks of escalating violence. The truce
includes measures to allow
humanitarian aid into Gaza and
reopen border crossings. International
actors praised the agreement, though
concerns remain over its durability
given the region’s history of fragile
peace accords.

December 20, 2024 –
Ceasefire Agreement in
Gaza



UKRAINE ADVANCES IN
SOUTHERN
COUNTEROFFENSIVE
Ukrainian forces achieved significant
gains in their southern counteroffensive,
reclaiming strategic towns and critical
infrastructure. NATO allies pledged
additional military aid, further
strengthening Ukraine’s position in its
ongoing conflict with Russia.

The French government introduced stricter
immigration laws, emphasizing border
security and expedited deportation
processes for undocumented migrants. The
move has sparked protests and criticism
from human rights organizations, who argue
it undermines asylum protections.

Germany unveiled an ambitious plan to
expand its renewable energy infrastructure,
including significant investments in wind and
solar power. The initiative is part of
Germany’s goal to achieve carbon neutrality
by 2045 and reduce dependence on fossil
fuels.

The Italian government passed an economic reform package aimed at reducing public debt
and revitalizing the economy. The reforms include tax cuts for businesses and incentives for
foreign investment, drawing cautious optimism from international markets.

Europe

Italy Approves Major Economic Reform Package

France - Immigration Policies Germany - Renewable Energy 
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NIGERIA OIL PIPELINE
EXPLOSION

South Africa faced nationwide labor strikes
as unions protested wage stagnation and
rising living costs. The strikes disrupted
essential services, prompting the
government to hold emergency talks with
labor leaders to prevent further economic
fallout.

Kenya launched a comprehensive drought
mitigation plan to address the ongoing
water and food crisis affecting millions.
The strategy includes infrastructure
investments and partnerships with
international organizations to ensure food
security and sustainable water
management.

An explosion at a major oil pipeline in
Nigeria’s Niger Delta killed dozens and
caused significant environmental
damage. Investigations suggested
sabotage by militant groups,
underscoring ongoing tensions in the
region. The incident prompted calls for
increased security and investment in
pipeline infrastructure.

In a historic development, Sudan’s military leaders agreed to a framework for transitioning to a
civilian-led government. The agreement sets a timeline for elections and constitutional
reforms, raising hopes for a democratic future following years of political turmoil.

Africa

South Africa Labor Strikes

Sudan Military Leaders Agree to Civilian-Led Transition

Kenya - Drought Mitigation Plan
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Asia
North Korea Missile Test Sparks Tensions

North Korea conducted its largest
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) test to
date, prompting widespread international
condemnation. The missile reportedly landed in
Japan's exclusive economic zone, intensifying
security concerns in the region. In response,
South Korea and the U.S. conducted joint military
drills, while the United Nations called for an
emergency meeting to address the escalating
threat.

December 24, 2024 –
Japan Increases
Defense Budget

The Japanese government announced
a record defense budget for 2025,
prioritizing missile defense systems
and cybersecurity. This move reflects
growing security concerns in the Indo-
Pacific, particularly regarding threats
from North Korea and China. The
budget expansion was met with mixed
reactions domestically, as some
questioned the economic strain of
increased military spending.

Taiwan Signs Trade Deal with EU

In a landmark agreement, Taiwan signed a free
trade agreement with the European Union,
focusing on semiconductor exports and
renewable energy technologies. The deal
represents a significant step in strengthening
economic ties between Taiwan and Europe,
amidst rising geopolitical tensions with China.
The agreement underscores the EU’s strategic
interest in diversifying its supply chain and
supporting Taiwan’s economic stability.

Farmers across India staged massive
protests against new agricultural
reform policies, claiming they would
benefit large corporations at the
expense of small-scale farmers.
Demonstrators demanded the
government roll back the legislation,
accusing it of undermining their
livelihoods. The protests reignited
debates about economic inequality
and rural distress in India.

December 15, 2024 –
Protests in India Over
Agricultural Reforms
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America
U.S. Passes Landmark Climate Bill

The U.S. Congress passed a comprehensive
climate bill focused on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and transitioning to renewable energy.
The legislation includes significant tax incentives
for clean energy projects and funding for climate
adaptation measures. Environmental groups
hailed it as a crucial step toward meeting global
climate targets.

December 28, 2024 –
Haiti Receives UN
Peacekeeping Force

A United Nations peacekeeping
force arrived in Haiti to address
escalating gang violence and
restore order. The deployment
marks an important international
intervention aimed at stabilizing
the country and supporting its
beleaguered government.

Argentina reported a significant
drop in its inflation rate for the first
time in years, thanks to stringent
economic reforms and debt
restructuring agreements. The
development was welcomed as a
sign of potential recovery from the
country’s long-standing financial
crisis.

Brazil Amazon Reforestation Initiative

Brazil launched a large-scale reforestation
initiative in the Amazon, pledging to restore
millions of hectares of degraded land. The
program aims to combat deforestation, protect
biodiversity, and contribute to global climate
goals. International donors have pledged
substantial support for the effort.

December 19, 2024 –
Argentina Inflation
Rate Declines
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Climate-Induced Natural Disasters

December 2024 once again highlighted the
devastating impact of climate-induced natural
disasters, as extreme weather events wreaked
havoc across the globe. Cyclone Chido struck
Mayotte, leaving hundreds dead and thousands
displaced, while a powerful earthquake in
Vanuatu caused widespread destruction. These
events underscored the urgent need for
comprehensive global action to address the
escalating climate crisis.

Rising global temperatures continue to intensify
natural disasters, increasing their frequency and
severity. Vulnerable regions, particularly small
island nations and developing countries, bear
the brunt of these impacts, with limited
resources to recover and adapt. The aftermath of
Cyclone Chido and the Vanuatu earthquake
demonstrated the immense human and
economic costs of insufficient preparedness for
climate-related risks.

Efforts such as the landmark U.S. climate bill
passed this month and New Zealand's Climate
Resilience Plan reflect a growing recognition of
the problem. However, global initiatives remain
fragmented, and financial commitments often
fall short of what is needed to build robust
adaptive infrastructure in high-risk regions.

The challenge is not only mitigating climate
change but also ensuring equitable support for
the most vulnerable populations. December
2024 serves as a stark reminder of the
interconnectedness of climate action,
humanitarian aid, and global solidarity. To
secure a sustainable future, world leaders must
prioritize collective, actionable solutions to
address the ever-mounting threats posed by
the climate crisis.

Thank you for reading!
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